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(b) A permit shall be required for any
person entering a national wildlife ref-
uge, unless otherwise provided under
the provisions of subchapter C. The
permittee will abide by all the terms
and conditions set forth in the permit.

§ 26.23 Exception for entry to the
headquarters office.

The headquarters office of any na-
tional wildlife refuge is open to public
access and admission during regularly
established business hours.

§ 26.24 Exception for entry when ac-
companied by refuge personnel.

A permit is not required for access to
any part of a national wildlife refuge
by a person when accompanied by ref-
uge personnel.

§ 26.25 Exception for entry to persons
with an economic use privilege.

Access to and travel upon a national
wildlife refuge by a person granted eco-
nomic use privileges on that national
wildlife refuge should be restricted to a
specified area in accordance with the
provisions of their agreement, lease, or
permit.

§ 26.26 Exception for entry for use of
emergency shelter.

A permit is not required for access to
any national wildlife area for tem-
porary shelter or temporary protection
in the event of emergency conditions.

§ 26.27 Exception for entry on des-
ignated routes of travel.

A permit is not required to enter,
travel on, and exit from any national
wildlife refuge on public waters and
roads, and such roads, trails, footpaths,
walkways, or other routes and areas
which are designated for public use
under the provisions of this subchapter
C.

Subpart C—Public Use and
Recreation

§ 26.31 General provisions.
Public recreation will be permitted

on national wildlife refuges as an ap-
propriate incidental or secondary use,
only after it has been determined that
such recreational use is practicable and
not inconsistent with the primary ob-

jectives for which each particular area
was established or with other author-
ized Federal operations.

§ 26.32 Recreational uses.
Recreational uses such as, but not

limited to, sightseeing, nature observa-
tion and photography, interpretive cen-
ters and exhibits, hunting and fishing,
bathing, boating, camping, ice skating,
picnicking, swimming, water skiing,
and other similar activities may be
permitted on national wildlife refuges.
When such uses are permitted the pub-
lic will be notified under the provisions
of this subchapter C.

§ 26.33 Special regulations.
(a) Special regulations shall be issued

for public use, access, and recreation
within certain individual national
wildlife refuges where there is a need
to amend, modify, relax or make more
stringent the regulations contained in
this subchapter C. The issued special
regulations will supplement the provi-
sions in this part 26.

(b) Special recreational use regula-
tions may contain the following items:

(1) Recreational uses authorized.
(2) Seasons, period, or specific time

of use.
(3) Description of areas open to recre-

ation.
(4) Specific conditions or require-

ments.
(5) Other provisions.
(6) Special regulations for public use,

access, and recreation are published in
the daily issue of the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and may be codified in the Code
of Federal Regulations. They shall be
issued in compliance with procedures
contained in the Departmental Manual.

§ 26.34 Special regulations concerning
public access, use and recreation
for individual national wildlife ref-
uges.

VIRGINIA

Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge

ACCESS

(a) Access qualifications and specifica-
tions. (1) As provided for in Pub. L. 96–
315, permanent, full-time residents who
can furnish to the refuge manager,
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